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CHAIR’S INTRODUCTION

 Front Cover Pictures
Main Picture:  The People’s Park, Cookridge Street, August 2016 (courtesy Cliff Stead).

Others (Top to bottom):  

The Sloping Atrium Exterior of ‘Central Square’, Wellington Street.

Thomas Edmund Harvey Plaque Unveiling. (Left to right) Michael Meadowcroft, 
Lynda Kitching; Julia Kelly and Jon Wood and their children.

The Trust’s 50th Anniversary AGM. (Left to right) Kevin Grady, Jeremy Burton, 
Lynda Kitching.

The Trust’s 50th Anniversary Plaque unveiled at Wharf Street, 21 October 2015.

CEG

www.ceg.co.uk

CJCT studio north Ltd

www.cjctstudios.com

Dobson Construction Ltd

www.dobsonconstruction.co.uk

Evans Property Group

www.evanspropertygroup.com

Hammerson UK Properties Plc

www.hammerson.com

KPMG LLP

www.kpmg.com/uk

Land Securities Properties Ltd

www.landsecurities.com

Richard Boothroyd & Associates Ltd

www.rba-online.co.uk

Rushbond Group

www.rushbond.co.uk

Town Centre Securities

www.tcs-plc.com

Wilton Developments

www.wiltondevelopments.co.uk

Irrespective of Brexit, we have continued to concentrate our
efforts on Leeds’ past, present and future. We know that we
are reaching new audiences with our use of Twitter and
Facebook, and that interest in our activities is higher than it’s
ever been. It is gratifying that younger people are interested,
not only in what is happening now, but also in the history
and context of their areas, and what may happen to those
places with future development. 

As you read Mike Piet’s comprehensive Planning report,
you’ll see that we’re still very much involved with the big
issues, which contribute to the Northern Powerhouse
debate: HS2, flood alleviation, South Bank, and the need for
integrated transport throughout the city region. We continue
to work closely with Leeds City Council, the Chamber of
Commerce, the Business Improvement District, and to
network widely, including with the civic society movement in
Yorkshire and at national level. 

We have commented upon many of the developments which
have continued to refresh the city centre with office, retail,
housing and accommodation for students and hotel guests.
At the time of writing, the opening of Victoria Gate is
imminent, with a high proportion of the outlets being new to
Leeds, including John Lewis, whose arrival has been long
awaited! We welcome them all.

We continue to present the rich history and heritage of
Leeds, be it in the form of Kevin Grady’s lectures at Holy
Trinity Church, at our Blue Plaque unveilings, and Heritage
Open Days with a record-breaking 112 events this year.
‘Heritage’ will be the main focus as our contribution to the
Capital of Culture bid.

Steven Burt and Kevin Grady’s latest book ‘A History of
Kirkgate’ is an eye-opening account, brought to life by Peter
Brears’ magnificent drawings, all based on meticulous
research. 

Which is why the White Cloth Hall has continued to
exercise us for so long – progress is still slow, but the
perseverance is paying off, and with support from the City
Council and the Heritage Lottery Fund, this vital component
of Leeds’ history will be revitalised once more. 

One occurrence the Trustees didn’t want to face is Kevin
Grady’s retirement. Managing change is never easy – but we
grasped the nettle, invested in a change-management
consultant for an outsider’s perspective, and worked through
a recruitment process, resulting in the appointment of Martin
Hamilton as our Director-designate. Kevin Grady, who has
done so much to make the Trust what it is today, will leave it
as a thriving and respected organisation, and it’s up to us
who remain to forge ahead keeping up the momentum in all
areas of Leeds life in which the Trust is involved. We stand an
excellent chance, as we have some of the best,
knowledgeable and willing volunteers any organisation could
wish for.

More change is ahead, since this is my last year as Chair after
six years, and I thank my fellow Trustees for their support
over that time. It’s been a privilege to have represented the
Trust at such a variety of events. I am not going away; I will
continue to co-ordinate Heritage Open Days and be involved
wherever I’m needed. Here’s to the future!

 Lynda Kitching
Chair
September 2016



04

LE
ED

S 
C
IV
IC
 T
RU

ST

05

LE
ED

S 
C
IV
IC
 T
RU

ST

    Introduction 
The last year has seen the Trust working with the City

Council, the Chamber of Commerce, the City Centre

Business Improvement District and other partners on many

projects while maintaining an appropriate ‘critical friend’

relationship with these and other stakeholders. While

remaining independent, we appreciate the excellent

relationships that help us to perform this role.

Strategy and Policy
Following the adoption of the Core Strategy of the Leeds

Local Development Framework in late 2014, discussions

regarding policy have moved to the greater detail of land

allocations. The high number of new dwellings proposed has

led to significant disagreement between developers and local

communities. The Trust has questioned the practicality of

planned housing numbers but will seek to ensure that these

are focussed on brownfield rather than greenfield sites. 

Since last year, only one additional Neighbourhood Plan area
has been designated and only one Plan has been tested by a
referendum (and that is subject to judicial review). The Trust
supports these Plans as a way for local people to steer the
development of their communities but, notwithstanding
support from the City Council, progress to adoption is very
slow.

Transport
This subject has continued to dominate the agenda in
2015/16. It was demonstrated that the fully integrated
HS2/City station proposed by the Trust and the Chamber of
Commerce would disrupt existing services. However, the
principles we set out were accepted by government and the
rail industry and, in November 2015, HS2 recommended that
the stations should share a common concourse. Consultants
are now working out how this could be achieved and how
Northern Powerhouse Rail (high speed services between
Northern cities) could be integrated. 

The Trust will continue to press for a visionary approach to

the enhancement of rail services but also campaign for

short-term schemes such as the successful opening of the

Southern Entrance from Granary Wharf. A new station has

opened at Kirkstall Forge and others are planned. As

congestion on some routes means little capacity for more

intermediate stops, we have joined with the Chamber to

campaign for a West Yorkshire Metro featuring additional

stations, four tracks through Leeds city centre, links to the

airport and park & ride sites.

The cancellation of NGT, following on from the previous loss

of Supertram, has left Leeds as the largest city in Europe

without a rapid transit system. The Trust has campaigned for

enhanced public transport provision and will participate in

the Leeds Transport Review to suggest how the £173m of

NGT funds retained by Leeds could be invested. Options

could be more stations, more park & ride to follow on from

the success of Elland Road or starting a tram-train network.

The City Council has won funding to improve the cycling

infrastructure but its design has not been without

controversy. Residents along the route have complained

about loss of pavements, traffic lanes have been narrowed

and some cyclists have chosen not to use contorted cycle

routes. The Trust hopes that extensions around the city

centre and to South Leeds can involve greater engagement

with users and local communities to deliver these valuable

improvements – cyclists and pedestrians should be given

greater priority within all highway schemes.

New roads are still required to serve major development

zones including the East Leeds Extension (beyond Whinmoor

and Crossgates), where a new bypass will serve 5,000

dwellings. The Trust has argued that public transport should

be provided in advance of first home completions so that

future residents are not required to use cars from the

outset. At the airport, the Trust objected to plans for a major

business park, part of the justification for a new road from

Rawdon to the Harrogate Road – we feel businesses should

be directed to locations already accessible by public

transport, although bus/rail services to the airport should be

improved.

South Bank
It is an easy transition of subject to South Bank, part of the
city centre which is dominated by transport infrastructure.
However, the arrival of another major element (the HS2
station) is an opportunity to reinvent the area as a location
for learning, living and leisure, as well as working. For many
years, the Trust has contributed to the Leeds Sustainable
Development Group’s aspiration for a sustainable community
on South Bank. The Ruth Gorse Academy (initially promoted
by four Trust members through LSDG to encourage
construction of family houses) and the University Technical
College (at Braime’s Pressings Ltd on Hunslet Road) opened
in September 2016, joining Leeds City College and the Leeds
College of Building to create a South Bank education hub. All
these young people in the area means pedestrian and cycle
routes need to be rethought, diverting traffic so that some
existing roads can be reduced in scale.

Imaginative new residential developments are on the way
(including family housing) and community facilities will need
to follow – a major park is promised. The arrival of HS2 will
make the area a prime location for business (Burberry
hopefully being the first of many prestigious projects) but the
Trust hopes that new cultural venues will join The Tetley,
potentially as part of a European Capital of Culture 2023 bid.
To ensure that all this South Bank development is delivered
in a coordinated way, Leeds City Council has published a
Master Framework and the Trust will continue to work with
the authority to ensure South Bank is the exemplar urban
environment we all seek.

PLANNING

2

1.  Central Square:   The striking new office and retail/restaurant
development on Wellington Street designed by 
DLA Design Group Ltd.

2.  Seeing the Sites: Trust Planning Committee on the roof of the 
new John Lewis Store with James Hepburn of Hammersons 
(front, third from left).

1
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Development
Over the year, a number of major buildings have emerged
from the ground and will soon be occupied – these include
distinguished offices in Wellington Place, innovative ‘winter
garden’ offices in Wellington Street, hotel/student
accommodation in Bond Court and the University Quarter,
refurbished offices at Merrion House and over the Station,
the refurbished Kirkgate Market, apartments on East Street
and low-carbon housing at Low Fold. And then the ‘big one’
– the uplift to the shopping offer from the opening of John
Lewis and Victoria Gate. It is pleasing to see that most of

these are well-designed buildings which will contribute
positively to the fabric of the city.

And there is more to come. In the last year, the Trust
Planning Committee had 20 external presentations from
scheme promoters and a further 7 major internal
presentations relating to topics of interest. We reviewed 144
planning applications in detail, making no comment on 40 per
cent of them. We formally objected to 23 proposals and
supported 29 – and commented on a further 17 applications
but many of the letters of support or objection also included
comments or suggestions.

PLANNING
Continued

3.  Almost Ready for Trading:Victoria Gate and John Lewis will have 
    Leeds challenging to be the best retail centre outside London.

3



We look forward to development proceeding on an
imaginative conversion of the fire-damaged Majestic to
offices, a number of high quality schemes in historic Holbeck
(including Tower Works), the rebirth of the Yorkshire Post
site and others on Kirkstall Road, new buildings for the
Universities and a major hotel/residential scheme off New
York Road. Perhaps work might even start at Quarry Hill,
where the refurbishment of the Playhouse and the
redirection of through traffic from adjoining roads could
drive a renaissance.

Conclusion
Looking to the future, Leeds appears to be thriving and the
Trust will continue to press for high quality buildings,
enhanced public realm and community facilities. However,
there is still poor quality housing and economic deprivation
in inner city neighbourhoods. Improved links to a developing
South Bank might deliver more employment and education
opportunities but the Trust will seek to encourage
stakeholders to tackle this key issue over the next year.

Mike Piet
Chairman, Planning Committee

PLANNING
Continued
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4.  Pride of Place: The latest additions to MEPC’s Wellington Place
scheme and its fine public realm confirm it as one of the best
developments in the city. 

09

LE
ED

S 
C
IV
IC
 T
RU

ST

4



There are 159 Leeds Civic Trust plaques spread around the
city and its suburbs and, as I walk around, it is gratifying to
see them being looked at and read. When I introduce myself
as being involved with the plaques, the conversations which
follow indicate a tremendous interest in the heritage of the
city. The first plaque, the Burley Bar Stone, was unveiled in
November 1987 and it has recently been refurbished.
Plaques are monitored by members of the Trust’s Plaques
Group and other volunteers from the Trust; this results in
tender loving care being applied or, when more drastic action
is required, the attention of Bob Tyrrell and his maintenance
team. Plaques in very poor condition are returned to our

ever helpful manufacturers, Leander Architectural, for
complete repainting. As time and the weather erode the
lustre of our plaques, maintenance will become an even
more demanding task.

Since the last Annual Report, we
have unveiled five plaques – fewer
than in earlier years but we are now
limiting the number of plaques each
year in order to maintain the quality
and importance of the subjects
celebrated. On 14 October 2015 a
plaque was erected at the

seventeenth-century Manor House on Colton Road in

Whitkirk, the home of Mrs Desi Abson and her late husband,

who kindly sponsored the unveiling. This was a first; because

of space constraints the plaque was rectangular in shape! The

event was enhanced by the unveiler, Mr Ed Anderson, High

Sheriff of West Yorkshire, emerging from his car in full regalia,

and carrying his ceremonial sword; he had just visited a local

primary school to explain his role!

Only one week later, on 21 October, the next plaque was

unveiled. This was a home fixture for the Trust, as it was at

Wharf Street. It was to commemorate the 50th anniversary

of the Trust and the generosity of Charles Crabtree, whose

£50,000 gift launched the Trust on 25 October 1965. Fittingly

it was unveiled by Mrs Elizabeth Dalziel, his granddaughter,

accompanied by family members.

On a wet Saturday, 7 November, a good crowd assembled in

Gledhow Lane to see the Lord Mayor, Cllr Judith Chapman,

unveil a plaque on the wall of Chapel Allerton Hall. This

important Georgian house was home to woollen merchant

Samuel Tottie, and later the Nicholsons (subsequently of

Roundhay Park) and John Barran the pioneer of the Leeds

ready-made clothing industry. The very active Gledhow Valley

Conservation Group not only sponsored the plaque but also

provided an excellent afternoon tea and display of their

activities in the nearby Philosophical Hall.

After a considerable break, the next unveiling took place on
6 July at Rydal House, Grosvenor Terrace, the home from
1923-1955 of Thomas Edmund Harvey. Harvey was a
committed Quaker, politician, social reformer and former MP
for Leeds West. The unveiler was Michael Meadowcroft, one
of his successor MPs, who gave an excellent outline of ‘Ted’s’
career. The plaque was generously sponsored by Dr Jon
Wood and Dr Julia Kelly, who own the house, and who
provided refreshments for those present, including members
of the Harvey family and the local Quaker community.

We were especially delighted to achieve the unveiling of the
fifth plaque, originally scheduled for earlier in the year, on 
13 September. This celebrated Hepper House, the former
auction rooms of John Hepper & Sons on East Parade. Thank
you to Ibérica Leeds for their sponsorship. 

As always, we have been fortunate to have Lynda Kitching to
introduce each unveiling, as well as the informative booklets
for each plaque which result from the research of Bob
Tyrrell, Kevin Grady, Janet Douglas and Veronica Lovell. No
problem is too difficult for Roger Garnett, our plaque fixer,
and Meleri Roberts in the office. Also our thanks go to the
sponsors and those who suggest possible plaques. We have a
number of these in the pipeline and look forward to another
successful year.

John Crossen

Plaques Scheme Co-ordinator

 1.  High Sheriff attends the Manorial Court: Whitkirk Manor House
unveiling. (Left to right) Lynda Kitching, Ed Anderson (High Sheriff of
West Yorkshire), Desi Abson (owner and sponsor), Kevin Grady.

2.  Thomas Edmund Harvey (1875-1955): Quaker campaigner for the 
    rights of conscientious objectors.

3.  Home to Illustrious Leeds Families:  Chapel Allerton Hall unveiling.
(Left to right) Lynda Kitching, Lord Mayor Cllr Judith Chapman,
Christine Osborne, Chair of Gledhow Valley Conservation Group.

4.  Historic Auction House to Exquisite Restaurant: Hepper House 
    unveiling.    (Left to right) Stephen Gee (Chairman Ibérica), 
    Lynda Kitching, Cllr Judith Blake, Leader, Leeds City Council, and 
    Marcos Fernandez (MD Ibérica).

HERITAGE & CONSERVATION
Historic Plaques Scheme

1

2

3 4
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Buildings at Risk and Heritage Protection
Heritage at Risk Group
It has been five years since I became Chair of the Heritage at
Risk Group and I am pleased to say it is continuing to grow.
This year we have continued to record the condition of the
city’s listed buildings. In the last three years we have surveyed
1,900 Grade I, II and II* listings throughout Leeds. There are
over 3,300 listed buildings in Leeds (based on 2,300 list
entries), so we have recorded the condition of over 80% of
the current listed building stock. We hope to complete the
remaining 20% within the next year.

The group has also highlighted the issue of the theft of York
stone flags throughout the city. Garance Rawinsky worked
closely with the council and local police to ensure that these

thefts were being recorded and acted upon. Publishing her
work in the Trust’s newsletter enabled a member of the Trust
to stop the highways department from removing a section of
flags from Cross Green Lane and replacing them with
tarmac!

Another of our members, Tony Ray, has been involved in
producing the Holbeck Neighbourhood Plan, which worked
with local residents and businesses. The consultation was
completed in July and responses are currently being collated.
The group is also working closely with the owners of
Spenfield and collecting photographs of ghost signs around
Leeds (please do send us any if you find them).

Jenna Strover
Chair, Heritage at Risk Group

Lower Kirkgate Townscape 
Heritage Initiative
Supporting the initiative to regenerate the south side of
Kirkgate and save the First White Cloth Hall has remained
the Trust’s top heritage priority during the year. Progress has
been painfully slow and at Christmas the destruction by fire
of what turned out to be part medieval and early 17th
century buildings behind the Georgian Hill’s Furniture shop
on Kirkgate and the shop itself was both a terrible loss and
confirmed our fear that the longstanding neglect of the
historic buildings on Kirkgate threatened their future.
However, there have been signs of light at the end of the
tunnel: No. 92 Kirkgate has been finely renovated as The
Wapentake bar and bakery, and two other properties have
planning permission for renovation. Meanwhile the City
Council’s strong commitment to the renovation and part-
reconstruction of the First White Cloth Hall has been
demonstrated by its Executive Board authorising officers to
borrow £1.8m to finance the scheme. It has also authorised
officers to acquire the building from its owners, City Fusion,
either by agreement or compulsory purchase. Finally, in
August it commissioned designers to produce the renovation
scheme with the aim of a planning application being
submitted by Christmas 2016. The failure to acquire the
building from the owners nevertheless remains a worry.

During the year we have had frequent meetings with the THI
team to discuss progress. To highlight the historical
significance of the First White Cloth Hall we commissioned
Huddersfield University to produce a fly-through digital
model of it. At the same time Trust members Steven Burt,
Peter Brears and I have written a profusely illustrated and
groundbreaking book on the origins and history of Kirkgate
to 1800; copies have just arrived from the printers!

Conservation Successes and Possibilities
The year brought the exciting news that Burberry plans to
move to Leeds and is acquiring the former Kay’s Catalogues
sites on Marshall Street and Sweet Street in Holbeck – Phase
II of their scheme is to renovate the famous Grade I Temple
Mill. The conversion of George Corson’s fine Hepper House
on East Parade is a great conservation success, as is the
conversion to apartments of the Tudor Gothic former St
Saviour’s Parochial School on East Street. We applaud too the
commitment and enthusiasm of the relatively new Friends    

1.  Hitting a Century: Leeds Heritage Open Days Launch at Aspire
(formerly the Yorkshire Bank Headquarters on Infirmary Street). 
(Left to right) Lord Mayor Cllr Gerry Harper, Kevin Grady, Lynda
Kitching, Meryll Wilford, Jon Pinner of Aspire. For the first time 
there were over 100 openings and events!

2.  Fire Damaged: The Georgian Hills Furnishings on Kirkgate and 
17th century buildings behind being demolished.

3.  Kirkgate Conservation Success Story: The Wapentake bar and
bakery opened Christmas 2015.

HERITAGE & CONSERVATION
Historic Buildings and Areas

1

2

3

Groups for Stank Hall Barn and Lawnswood Cemetery;
indeed the selfless work of all such groups and our Affiliated
Societies is both greatly valued and vital to conserving our
city’s heritage.

Kevin Grady
Director 
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TRUST 
PATRONS

SPECIAL
OCCASIONS

Gold Patrons

Olav Arnold

Silver Patrons

Robert Dyson

Patrons

George Beggs

Margot Brunaus-Friedman

Ann Clark

Hywel Coleman

Peter and Hilary Dyson

Roger Garnett and 
Lynda Kitching

Janette Gaunt

Bill and Sheila Griffiths

Chris Hindle 

Bob and Maggie Holt

Dean Johnson

Jennifer Jones

Nigel McClea

Michael Pemberton

Ruth Robson

Neville and Elizabeth Rowell

Richard A. Smith

Martin Staniforth and 
Gill Eastabrook

Anne Travers

Brian Wilson

Doreen Wood

PATRON
Olav Arnold

PRESIDENT
Jeremy Burton 

VICE-PRESIDENTS
Robert Collins
Professor Neville Rowell

COUNCIL
Chair: Lynda Kitching
Vice-Chair: Mike Piet
Hon. Treasurer: Martin Gaskin 
Ben Aspinall
Peter Baker
John Gyngell
John Pike
Jane Taylor
Rachael Unsworth
Richard Voss
Laura Wellington
Meryll Wilford

EVENTS & MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Chair: Meryll Wilford
Marjie Bedell; Jane Collins;
Garance Rawinsky; Jane Taylor;
Ann Voss

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Chairman: Peter Baker
Jeremy Burton; Martin Gaskin;
Lynda Kitching; John Pike

HOUSE COMMITTEE
Chairman: Richard Voss
Graham Castle; Roger Garnett;
Bob Rand

PLANNING COMMITTEE
Chair: Mike Piet
Peter Baker; David Barraclough;
Jim Brettell; Jane Collins; 
Robert Collins; Michael
Devenish; David Ellis; Paul Exley;
John James; Alice Pepperell; 
Tony Ray; Sandra Sawyer;
Clifford Stead; Jane Taylor;
Jeremy Thompson; Rachael
Unsworth; Charles Wickert;
Clive Woods

HERITAGE AT RISK
GROUP
Chair: Jenna Strover
Ruth Dass; Julie Day; 
Graham Mark Dales Hutton;
Caroline Newton; Nicholas
Pronay; Garance Rawinsky; 
Tony Ray; Richard Voss; 
Meryll Wilford; Clive Woods

PHOTOGRAPH
COLLECTION GROUP
Elaine Cooper; Liz Pruden;
Doreen Wood

PLAQUES GROUP
Scheme Co-ordinator: 
John Crossen 
Janet Douglas;  Veronica Lovell;
Bob Tyrrell

TRUST BOOKSHOP
Bookshop Manager: 
Helen Seymour
Ann Castle; Rachael Fletcher;
Pam Freeman; Liz Gillett; 
Hazel Lunn; Chris Mason; 
Rita Morrison; Julia Waring; 
Paul White; Margaret White;
Charles Wickert

MEMBERSHIP
ADMINISTRATOR 
Jeremy Freeman

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jane Taylor 

DIRECTOR
Dr Kevin Grady

OFFICE
ADMINISTRATORS
Dörte Haarhaus
 Meleri Roberts

INDEPENDENT
EXAMINERS
The Trust gratefully
acknowledges the help of
Bartfields Chartered
Accountants.

LEEDS CIVIC TRUST is a voluntary, non-political body, open to
everyone who wants to participate in and influence the planning of
our City – not simply at election time or on other formal
occasions, but constantly in the everyday decisions that affect our
environment and the way of life in work and leisure. 

The objects of the Trust are to promote and encourage the
following, by charitable means but not otherwise:

TO STIMULATE public interest in and care for the beauty,
history, and character of the City and locality;

TO ENCOURAGE high standards of design, architecture and
town planning;

TO ENCOURAGE the development and improvement of
features of general public amenity;

TO PROMOTE and organise co-operation in achievement of
these objectives. 

AFFILIATED SOCIETIES

The Adel Association

Aireborough Civic Society

Alwoodley Community
Association

Far Headingley Village Society

Foxhill Residents’ Association

Friends of Holbeck Cemetery

Friends of Lawnswood
Cemetery

Friends of Middleton Park

Friends of Roundhay Park

Friends of Temple Newsam

Gledhow Valley Conservation
Area Group

Horsforth Civic Society

Leeds Co-op Members Group

The Leeds Library

Little Woodhouse 
Community Association

Meanwood Village Association

Newlay Conservation Society

Otley Conservation Task Force 

The Oulton Society

Pudsey & District Civic Society

Roundhay Conservation Society

Roundhay Environmental 
Action Project

Thackray Museum

The Thoresby Society

The Victorian Society

Weetwood Residents’
Association

Wetherby Civic Society 

LEEDS CIVIC TRUST
Leeds Heritage & Design Centre
17/19 Wharf Street
Leeds LS2 7EQ

Telephone: 0113 243 9594
Fax: 0113 244 8355
email: office@leedscivictrust.org.uk
website: www.leedscivictrust.org.uk
facebook: @leedscivictrust 
twitter: @LeedsCivicTrust 

The Trust office is open
9.15am - 1.30pm
Monday to Friday 

Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered No: 2742348
Registered Charity No: 1014362

WHY NOT JOIN US?
Individual Membership       £30 p.a.
Family Membership            £40 p.a.

Affiliated Societies
Membership                      £40 p.a.
Patron Scheme:
Patron                             £100 p.a.
Silver Patron                    £200 p.a.
Gold Patron                  £500+ p.a.

Corporate Membership:                
Standard                          £300 p.a.
Gold                             £1000 p.a.

Designed & Produced by
Colin Brear Advertising & Marketing
Telephone: 01274 620214

COUNCIL & 
COMMITTEES

AIMS AND
OBJECTIVES

Had you thought of making a donation to the Leeds
Civic Trust during your lifetime or leaving us some
money in your will? This Annual Report shows the
tremendous work the Trust and its volunteers are doing
to improve Leeds. Simply to continue this important
work at its present level or to expand it as we hope to
do, we have a pressing need for more resources.

The great thing about the Trust is its independence; quite
intentionally we do not rely on public sector grants to
help finance our core activities. This means that as the
city’s watchdog on planning, architecture, heritage and
public amenities, we can speak out on behalf of Leeds
citizens without fear or favour.

We would be thrilled if you would make us a donation or
bequest. If first you would like to discuss how the money
would be used, please contact:

The Director, 
Leeds Civic Trust,
17-19 Wharf Street, Leeds LS2 7EQ.
Tel: 0113 243 9594
Email: office@leedscivictrust.org.uk

Making a Donation 
or Bequest to 

Leeds Civic Trust

3.  Celebrating the City: On 17 December there was a joint 
    celebration at Whitelocks of its 300th anniversary, the Trust’s 50th, 
    Leeds Rhinos winning the Challenge Cup and Yorkshire CCC’s 
    winning the County Championship. (Left to right) Kevin Grady, 
    Ed Mason (Whitelocks), Mark Arthur (Yorkshire CCC), 
    Harry Jepson (Leeds Rhinos), Cllr Judith Blake, Ray Whitelock.

 1.  Our 50th Anniversary Plaque Unveiling at Wharf Street: (Left to
right) Lynda Kitching, Liz Dalziel (Charles Crabtree’s granddaughter),
Kevin Grady.

2.  A Job Well Done: In March we said goodbye to the wonderful Maria
Hester, our Finance and Events Administrator. 

1

2

3
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J Pullan & Sons Limited,  
Manor Works, Beeston, 
Leeds LS11 8QT.Est. 1885

T: 0113 271 7221
E: general@pullans.com
W: www.pullans.com

Investing in Leeds
Commercial | Industrial | Residential

DPD, Howley Park

2 Park Lane, Leeds Apsley House, Leeds

Joseph’s Well, Leeds

HOUSE 
COMMITTEE

Following on from the major works completed at Wharf
Street in April 2015, this year has seen a number of smaller
projects delivered and development work undertaken for
others.

The most visible work has been to have the badly weathered
Wharf Street frontage repainted; the public face of the Trust
now positively gleams. Inside, most of the meeting room
chairs have been repainted and repaired, a room in the
basement has been equipped with shelving to expand our
document storage space and many other small
improvements have been made. A problem with our ageing
boiler was resolved but we are now planning to renew it
before the winter. Another project in progress is to install a
ceiling-mounted projector plus a wall-mounted ‘TV’ screen in
the Olav Arnold room, which will much improve and expand
our presentation abilities.  We also intend to revise the
kitchen layout to improve its facilities.

Progress on our plans to repair and provide access to the
Trust’s Bear Pit on Cardigan Road remains frustratingly slow.
However, with the much appreciated pro bono help of
corporate members West and Machell, it has now been
established that some of our intended work can proceed
without planning permission, and some valuable survey work
has been undertaken which will allow us to proceed more
speedily in the coming year. We have undertaken a major
rubbish clearance exercise and I am also pleased to report
that professional Japanese Knotweed treatment appears to
have successfully eradicated it from the site.

I must thank committee members Roger Garnett, Bob Rand
and Graham Castle for all their work; they make a great
team without which much of the aforementioned activity
would not have been possible.

Richard Voss
Chair, House Committee

The Bookshop is one very public face of the Trust and
deserves to be better known – hopefully Burt, Grady and
Brears’ wonderful new book on Kirkgate will entice more
people in to appreciate the wide selection of books and
cards, and the role it plays in helping people understand,
appreciate and love the city. Alas, sales declined again, this
year by 25%, but its contribution to Trust finances has held
up, partly because of the great selection of second-hand
books donated by our members and supporters. In general
though, people seem to be buying fewer books, especially
non-fiction – and this is reflected in the book trade overall. 

Where there has
been consistent
interest is in local
history, often
very local.  The
Forgotten Folk of
Hunslet, for
example, struck a
real chord, as has
Eveleigh
Bradford’s fine
Headingley that
Pleasant Rural
Village and the
many fascinating
booklets from
Wortley Local
History Group
and Shadwell’s more recently formed but very active group.
One slightly disturbing trend has been the publication of
books on Leeds that show no respect for historical research
and are riddled with risible errors. Rest assured that we try
to promote those we can be proud of!

Many thanks to our loyal and well-informed cohort of
regular volunteers:  Charles Wickert, Rachael Fletcher and
Pam Freeman, and keen back-up members.  Would you like
to volunteer on a regular or occasional basis? Do get in
touch.

Helen Seymour
Bookshop Manager

TRUST
BOOKSHOP
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Introduction
The Trust’s representation on Leeds City Development

Directorate’s ‘Leeds Sustainable Economy and Culture

Board’, Leeds Chamber of Commerce’s Leadership Group,

and Leeds Property Forum’s Quality Spaces and Places

Group are examples of ways in which we are involved in a

great deal of detailed and high-level discussion and action to

promote the economic and social well-being of the city and

its cultural life.

Flooding Risk and Waterfront Vibrancy
The most shocking event of the year was the terrible

flooding which struck the city on Boxing Day. Though the city

centre was affected, the most dramatic scene was seeing

Kirkstall Road between Kirkstall Bridge and Kirkstall Viaduct

turned into a river. On the riverside and between it and the

main road many shops, businesses, homes and sports and

cultural facilities were flooded out. For many years the Trust

had joined Leeds City Council and city business in warning

the government and Environment Agency of the major flood

risk to the city centre.   

Ironically, construction work had already been progressing

on the Flood Alleviation Scheme for the city centre, and

since then already planned flood barriers have been installed

and the moveable weirs at Crown Point and at Knostrop are

under construction. Until this scheme is completed and

tested, we cannot tell what degree of protection it would
have afforded the city centre against such a torrent of water,
and due to the limited finance available it had never been
intended to protect the Kirkstall Road area. In the wake of
the floods central government made promising noises about
money becoming available and £2.5m was granted to Leeds
to undertake a study to design a comprehensive flood
alleviation scheme for the River Aire within the Leeds
boundaries. Worryingly, however, a recent government    report
gives no assurance of further substantial flood defence
funding for Leeds beyond  the £35m already promised.

On the city centre waterfront, the opening of the Southern
Entrance to the railway station has brought additional
vibrancy to Granary Wharf, while public realm improvements
at Leeds Dock, greater office occupancy, more events and
the continuation of the free water taxi service have made it
more animated. The emergence of the South Bank Education
Hub with thousands of students on its doorstep must also
be very beneficial.

Improving the City’s Amenities
Despite considerable reservations about its new car park, we
warmly welcome the imminent opening in October of the
Victoria Gate shopping and leisure development with its top
of the range shops and the largest John Lewis outside
London. This will make Leeds a magnet for high-end shopping
and complement the success of Trinity Leeds in the middle
market and the city’s many other shops. Indeed it is
predicted to raise the status of Leeds to perhaps best centre

for shopping in the country outside London. At the less
expensive end of shopping, we were delighted by the opening
in July of the first stage to the refurbishment of the Kirkgate
Market, an important vote of confidence in its future
potential.

Meanwhile, work is well advanced on completely remodelling
the former hotel at the Merrion Centre as an Ibis Styles
Hotel and constructing the Dakota Deluxe hotel in Bond
Court – these will be important additions to the city’s now
extensive range of hotels. Visitors to Leeds come for big
events and significant facilitators of such occasions are the
Leeds Ambassadors, the volunteer ‘games makers’ who help
to marshal and direct visitors. During the year we were
pleased to assist their work through our Crabtree Bursary
grant, which enabled them to audit the visitor experience at
key locations and to produce information booklets for their
volunteers relating to the locations they were marshalling for
the city’s very successful hosting of a leg of the World
Triathlon series in June. We aim to continue to support their
work.

The BID
The Trust is represented on the Steering Group of the Leeds
City Centre Business Improvement District, an organisation
funded by city centre businesses which aims to raise
standards, raise awareness and add value to the area.
Working with Leeds City Council, police and other agencies,
this year it has had an encouraging impact, delivering bowler-
hatted Welcome Ambassadors, Rangers to provide extra

ARTS & AMENITIES
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1.  Flood Protection: Flood defence work proceeds at Crown Point Weir
with the modification of the dam to install a moveable weir (courtesy
Cliff Stead).

2.  Flood Devastation: Kirkstall Road on Boxing Day 2015.

3.  A Leeds Institution Renewed: The new event, food court and covered
    day-traders area in the lower part of Kirkgate Market.

3 2
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street cleaning (including gum removal!) and supporting lively

events to attract residents and visitors to the city centre.

Addressing widespread concerns that it is difficult for Leeds

residents and visitors to find out about the many events

happening in the city, it has just launched a ‘Welcome to

Leeds’ online portal providing information about the events

happening in the city every day.

Public Realm Improvements
Great public realm really enhances the experience and

quality of a city. In August the extremely attractive Sovereign

Square, the pocket park next to KPMG’s building on

Sovereign Street, was opened. Also during the year the

Council’s temporary closures of Greek Street and

Cookridge Street to traffic demonstrated the capacity to

create more green and pedestrian space in the heart of the

city centre and its popularity. We have strongly supported the

Council’s recent application to the HLF to establish a New

Briggate Townscape Heritage Initiative which would do much

to improve the quality of the environment in the vicinity of

the Grand Theatre, Grand Arcade and St John’s Church.

Culture, Arts and Sport
Leeds has a tremendous cultural offer and it is pleasing that

new facilities have been either opened or progressed in their

planning during the year. The West Yorkshire Playhouse is to

have a prominent new city centre facing entrance on Duke

Street. Exciting plans are just emerging for enhancing and

extending Opera North’s facilities at the Grand Theatre,
whilst the City Art Gallery is undergoing extensive repair
and refurbishment. An excellent scheme to build a new South
Stand at Headingley for Leeds Rhinos and a new combined
stand for the Rhinos and Yorkshire County Cricket is going
through the planning process. The opening of East Street
Arts’ Art Hostel on Kirkgate is another welcome addition to
the city’s facilities for artists. 

  In 1968 Leeds Civic Trust helped the Yorkshire Archaeological
Society to buy Claremont, the Georgian villa at 23 Clarendon
Road, as its headquarters with the Trust and the Thoresby
Society as tenants upstairs. Sadly, due to the YAS’s financial
difficulties, the building has had to be sold and both societies
have had to vacate the premises. The YAS’s archive and
library have gone to the Brotherton Library, while more
happily the Thoresby Society and its wonderful library and
archive have found a new home at The Leeds Library in
Commercial Street. 

The Future?
The Boxing Day floods apart, undoubtedly the biggest shock
in the past year has been the country’s decision to leave the
European Union. Interestingly, Leeds did not vote for Brexit
and given that the city has spent much of the year planning
its bid to be European Capital of Culture 2023, there has
been much dismay. As a Leeds 2023 Champion, the Trust has
taken part in and organised discussions and events to
promote interest in the bid. It is to be hoped that the
application is ultimately successful but even if it is not the
future is bright for the cultural life of city and, the public
sector cuts notwithstanding, there is a most encouraging
vibrant feeling and positivity about the future of the city.

Kevin Grady
Director

   

4

4.  Sovereign Square: The attractive new pocket park between the KPMG
building and no. 3 Sovereign Square, the new Addleshaw Goddard
offices on Sovereign Street.

5.  The Ruth Gorse Academy, Black Bull Street: The project for this 
    1500-pupil secondary school near the Royal Armouries (in August 
    2016 on the eve of opening) was initiated by four Trust members 
    through LSDG.

5

Telephone 0113 386 3300
Email stay@morethanjustabed.com
www.morethanjustabed.com

30 Park Place, 
Leeds, LS1 2SP

Riverside West, 
Whitehall Road, 
Leeds, LS1 4AW

Luxury serviced apartments in the 
heart of Leeds from only £99 per night. 

CHAMPAGNE TASTE ON
A LEMONADE BUDGET.

Rates are subject to availability 
and are exclusive of VAT

Ref:CT08

Fabulous meeting rooms
On site gym
Tranquil courtyard
Rooftop Jacuzzis
Music systems

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 

Air conditioning
Cosy library
Honesty bar
Complimentary WiFi
Secure underground parking

        Page 1
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This year the Trust’s Activities Committee has been renamed
the Events and Membership Committee; a title which we feel
better represents our purpose. The committee’s main role is
to provide a varied programme of events which reflect the
Trust’s aims and objectives.  We also engage with the Trust’s
Affiliated Societies, run a Guided Walks programme and
assist in the organisation of Heritage Open Days. In addition
we help to increase membership and raise the profile of the
Trust in the city.

Visits
In late September 2015 members were welcomed by the
Principal, Ian Billyard, to Leeds College of Building’s
impressive new building on Crown Point Road. The college is
the only Higher and Further Education College in the UK
which specialises in the construction industry. The college’s
Hunslet Campus forms part of the ‘Hunslet Education Hub’.
The Laidlaw Library is the latest of the University of Leeds
libraries and we were welcomed there in mid-October by
Steve Gilley, the University’s Director of Estate. He explained
that the Laidlaw is ‘a different kind of library’; in an

increasingly IT dominated learning environment there are
fewer books; the emphasis has been on creating a
‘collaborative working space’.

In early November our destination was Duke Studios’ new
home on Sheaf Street. This is a new venture for business
partners Laura Wellington and James Abbott Donnelly who
provide affordable space for start- up businesses in the
creative industries. As a result a rundown former factory has
been imaginatively transformed. 

Our first visit of 2016 was to the new offices of KPMG; their
wish to transmit the message of business transparency
resulting in an architectural style dominated by glass. The
building is home to 650 staff but on average only 300 or so
people are in the building at any one time and a ‘hot desking’
system operates. Photographic images of Leeds and Yorkshire
are a striking feature with historical detail provided by our
Director Kevin Grady. In late February we visited
Hainsworth’s Mill in Farsley as part of our ‘Made in Leeds’
series. The company was founded in 1783 and has been run
by eight generations of the Hainsworth family. Products are

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
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1.  The Trust Afloat: : Members enjoy a cruise on the Leeds and Liverpool
    Canal to celebrate the 200th anniversary of its completion..
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exported worldwide and include military apparel, snooker
table cloth, Steinway piano key fabric and material for train
and airline seating. 

Bramley History Society welcomed us to Bramley in late
March and we were introduced to ‘The Village that
Disappeared’. Much of the area was subject to unsympathetic
redevelopment in the 1960s/70s with the demolition of many
historic buildings and yards; these were brought back to life
by our guides Roger Cliff and Anthony Silson. In May we
continued our ‘Made in Leeds’ theme with a visit to DePuy
Synthes in Beeston. DePuy makes a distinguished
contribution nationally and internationally and is a recently
redeveloped facility and part of the Johnson & Johnson group
of companies. It is primarily a research and development
centre focusing on the design of surgical instruments and
implants for orthopaedic surgery.

2016 marks the 200th anniversary of the completion of the
Leeds and Liverpool Canal and to celebrate the occasion we
enjoyed a Canal Cruise in June with an informative
commentary from Kevin Grady and a delicious buffet en
route. Our annual Awayday in early July took us to Hull,
Howden and Drax. We heard about Hull’s preparations for

UK City of Culture 2017 and enjoyed an informative
waterfront walk. In the afternoon we visited the historic
market town of Howden, which left many of our party
vowing to return to explore further. After a welcome
afternoon tea at Airmyn we ended the day in Drax with a
talk on the history of the area and a reminder that the
Paynel family were Lords of the Manor of Drax as well as
Leeds. 

Our last visit of the year was to Lawnswood Cemetery, the
final resting place of some of the most important people in
the development of the city. The Friends of Lawnswood
Cemetery hosted our August visit to the 53 acres of park
and woodland listed as ‘of special interest’ on the Historic
Parks and Gardens Register.

Guided Walks
Our popular series of historically-themed Supper Walks took
place on six sunny evenings from April to June. Walkers
returned to Wharf Street for supper and a glass of wine.
Thanks to our volunteer guides and caterers, we were also
able to meet several requests for additional tailored walks
from various organisations.

2.  A Day of Surprises: Howden Civic Society guides show Trust members
    the remarkable Howden Minster.

3.  Stepping Down: Lynda Kitching presents Martin Stanniforth with a gift 
    to mark his sterling service as Trust Vice-Chair, Newsletter Editor and 
    Chair of Activities Committee.

2 

Heritage Open Days 8-11 September 2016
This is the Trust’s flagship heritage event each year. There was
a wonderfully diverse programme of 112 activities and
openings. The event brochure, sponsored by Leeds City
Council, the national website, extensive use of print and
social media and beautiful weather helped attract hundreds
of additional participants. The highly effective co-ordinating
work of Lynda Kitching, Meryll Wilford and Mel Roberts was
well rewarded. Our own walks in Holbeck, on the
Waterfront, and around Blue Plaques, plus a lecture about
the Leeds and Liverpool Canal drew over 300 people.
Meanwhile attractions across the city included buildings as
varied as Stank Hall Barn, Gott’s Park Mansion, Sunny Bank
Mills, Quebecs Hotel, many churches and chapels, West
Yorkshire Playhouse, Northern Contemporary Dance and
Leeds College of Art. There were tours too in Bramley,
Shadwell, Wetherby, Seacroft, Guiseley, Holbeck, Clifford,
Rothwell, and many other places. We thank everyone who
took part in this very successful event.

Talks, Seminars and Discussion Events
The 2015 AGM in November at the Civic Hall was the final
event in our 50th birthday year. Those attending were
welcomed with canapés and a glass of prosecco. The Lord
Mayor, Councillor Judith Chapman, presided and after the
business part of the meeting Gerald Jennings, President of
Leeds Chamber of Commerce, spoke on ‘The Future of
Leeds’. The focus of his talk was to reflect on the city’s
recent past, its current position and future opportunities. 

On four consecutive Wednesdays in February 2016 Kevin
Grady delivered his popular series of lunchtime lectures to a
capacity audience at Trinity Church on Boar Lane. We are
glad to learn that he will return in February 2017 post
retirement. ‘The Northern Powerhouse: Devolution for
Yorkshire or the Leeds City Region?’ was the title of an
evening meeting organised for our corporate members in
April at Pinsent Masons’ offices in Park Row. The meeting
was addressed by Barry Sheerman MP for Huddersfield, co-
chairman of the All-Party Parliamentary Group of Yorkshire
MPs and acknowledged champion of the North. In summary
he argued that a Northern Powerhouse is needed to enable
the delivery of investment in infrastructure and local and
regional improvements in education and skills.

In May Gary Bartlett, the Chief Officer, Highways and
Transportation at Leeds City Council gave a very well
attended presentation at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel.
Gary gave an overview of the many exciting things that are
happening in Leeds, all of which involve transport in one way
or another. A lively question and answer session followed.

Liaison with other Civic Societies
‘Looking to the future: opportunities and challenges for
societies’ was the theme for our Affiliated Societies meeting
in October 2015. In April 2016 the invitation list was
widened to include local amenity, history and heritage groups
for a lively discussion on the theme of ‘Leeds – Capital of
Culture 2023’. During the year we continued our strong
support for our national and regional federations, Civic Voice
and YHACs.

The success of our events programme is totally dependent
on support from hosts and volunteers. I would like to extend
my thanks to all walk leaders, caterers and to all those who
have welcomed us to their place of work, talked to us about
their work or shared the heritage of their locality. Lastly I
wish to thank the hard-working and enthusiastic committee
members Marjie Bedell, Jane Collins, Garance Rawinsky, Jane
Taylor and Ann Voss. Kevin Grady attends every meeting and
we have greatly appreciated his consistent support; we wish
him a long and happy retirement.

 Meryll Wilford
Chair, Events and Membership Committee

3
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Supporting Leeds Civic Trust
�  Superb city centre location

�  Excellent transport links

�  Wide choice of accommodation

�  Safe and attractive environment

�  Strong sense of community

�  Dedicated on-site management

To join our award winning business community, 
call 0113 389 9830 www.wellingtonplace.co.uk

Wellington Place is the perfect
location for business. With flexible
office space to let, we can
accommodate every kind of
organisation on the most flexible
terms. Inviting public spaces and
stylish leisure and social amenities
add to the environment, creating
somewhere that everyone can enjoy.

•  Long-term nursing  
and residential care

•  Luxury apartments  
with care and support

•  Respite and holidays stays

•  Intermediate care  
and rehabilitation  
following surgery

•  End of life care

Headingley Hall

5 Shire Oak Road, Headingley,  
Leeds LS6 2DD

Southlands

Wetherby Road, Roundhay,  
Leeds LS8 2JU

Pennington Court

Hunslet Hall Road, Beeston, 
Leeds LS11 6TT 

Quality Care Homes and 
Apartments for older people.
At Westward Care we know that it can be a 
difficult time when you find yourself needing 
extra care and support which is why we have 
created a flexible range of care services, from 
long-term 24-7 care to short term respite stays.

Whatever your situation we have the right 
solution for you so call today on 0113 275 9950  
or visit www.westwardcare.co.uk

      


