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Eastside: an area dominated by roads 
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LEEDS CIVIC TRUST  

Liveable City 
Competition 
Leeds Civic Trust has launched a new Transport 
Vision to respond to the Climate Emergency and 
help create a more liveable and sustainable city. 

Leeds is a great city but outside the 
pedestrianised centre the inner city is not a very 
people friendly place. Traffic dominates, making 
walking and cycling difficult. It causes delays to 
public transport, poor air quality and makes for 
unpleasant environments.  

This Liveable City competition wants your ideas about how the Trust’s new 
Transport Vision can help change a key part of the city now dominated by major 
roads, making it an attractive, green and people friendly place.  

The competition covers the Eastside area shown on the map opposite. Cut up by 
major highways, the area currently provides a poor setting for some of Leeds’s most 
important institutions and attractions. It isolates communities and provides a poor 
environment for the large new residential schemes being planned in the environs 
(many of these are shown on the map). 

Leeds Eastside could become an exemplar for liveable cities. If the traffic system was 
simplified to reduce its impact, a lot of land can be released for new green spaces, 
better pedestrian and cycle routes and bus priority, as well as other new facilities. 

The City Council has already made a start and the plan to take out the ‘City Centre 
Loop’ road creates big opportunities which Leeds needs to make the most of. Other 
cities show how dramatic such improvements can be. 

We are looking for imaginative ideas for what the Eastside area could be in 5 or 10 
years – if we start planning things now! Your ideas could be for the whole area or 
just for a small intervention in one location. They could apply just here or 
throughout the city. 

 

So please get involved and help make Leeds a more liveable city.  
  



The competition: how will it work? 

We believe that people who live, work and experience an area are often better 
placed to suggest how it might be improved than experts, and we are looking to you 
to participate in this competition. 

Ideas come in all shapes and sizes – a proposal for a short footpath that improves 
the lives of pedestrians is just as valuable as a major overhaul of the road network.  
We are looking for ideas – big and small, visionary or tactical – to improve the area. 

The first workshop will set the scene.  What are the big problems that we want to 
address to make the area more liveable?  What improvements (if any) are in the 
pipeline and should be factored in?  What can we learn from other towns and cities 
which have faced similar problems? 

We will incorporate the findings of this workshop into the call for proposals that will 
launch the competition.  This will include information on how competition entries 
should be presented – we will be asking for just one sheet of A3 for each idea but 
this could include drawings, diagrams, text, links to videos, etc. 

The second workshop will review and present and refine some of the entries 
received and agree on priorities for action.  This will be followed by an exhibition of 
shortlisted entries and the publication of the Eastside report at the end of June. 

Timeline 

12th February 2020 Workshop 1 (Venue: Leeds Playhouse 6.00pm) 

17th February 2020  Launch of competition 

17th April 2020   Closing date for entries 

27th April 2020   Workshop 2 (Venue: Leeds Playhouse 5.30pm) 

18th-29th May 2020  Exhibition of shortlisted ideas and public vote 

26th June 2020   Launch of the Eastside report  
and announcement of winning entry 

For more information visit:  https://leedscivictrust.org.uk/liveablecity/ 
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