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Yorkshire Patent Steam Wagon
Company (1900-1971)
Steam road wagons featuring Yorkshire’s characteristic traverse-mounted boiler
were made here from 1902 until 1937. Later part of the Hestair Group, the firm then
specialised in diesel-powered tankers, municipal gulley emptiers and road-sweepers.
In January 1900 the Yorkshire Steam Motor
Company began making steam wagons at
Ingham Street, across Hunslet Road from
Fowler’s, in response to an increasing demand
for these new self-propelled vehicles. So
successful was the firm that it had to move to
larger works, but in 1902 it was bought by the
Deighton Patent Flue and Tube Company Ltd
of Hunslet, and became a branch of this firm
under the new name of Yorkshire Patent Steam
Wagon Company. It moved to a large works in
Pepper Road, and yet again to larger premises
nearby.
A unique boiler, having two ends and mounted
transversely at the front of the wagon, was a
feature of all the company’s wagons. Originally
chain driven, they went on to shaft drive, and
made tippers, tankers and even articulated
vehicles, using diesel engines from the 1930s.
During the Second World War the firm
made aircraft undercarriage components.
Subsequently the company specialised in
municipal gulley and cesspool emptiers, and
mechanical and suction road and precinct
sweepers for world markets.
There are only six of the company’s steam
wagons left in Britain, and one or two “down
under”. Although Mann’s and Yorkshire’s were
relatively minor manufacturers compared
to the giants – Foden’s and Sentinel’s – they
nevertheless made a significant and innovative
contribution to the market, exporting many
vehicles. There were about eighty recorded
manufacturers of steam wagons in the
United Kingdom. Production records have
disappeared, but it is believed that Mann’s
produced around 1,750 wagons and Yorkshire’s
around 2,200. In comparison, Foden’s and
Sentinel’s produced around 6,500 each.
The plaque is on the Pickersgill Kaye works,
just off Pepper Road, Hunslet (LS10 2RU). It
was sponsored by the Leeds & District Traction
Engine Club and unveiled by the Lord Mayor of
Leeds, Councillor Neil Taggart on 15 June 2003.
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Sir Clifford Allbutt (1836-1925)
One of the most widely consulted physicians of his era lived here 1872-81. He was Physician
at Leeds General Infirmary 1864-84 and later Regius Professor of Physic at Cambridge. He
is best known for inventing the short-stemmed clinical thermometer and revising
‘The System of Medicine’, the doctor’s bible.
Thomas Clifford Allbutt was born in 1836 in
Dewsbury, the eldest child of Revd Thomas
Allbutt, Vicar of Dewsbury. From St Peter’s School,
York, he entered Cambridge University to read
Classics but, after reading Philosophie Positive by
Auguste Comte, he changed to Natural Science,
gaining a first class degree in 1860. After training
at St George’s Hospital Medical School, London,
and Addenbrookes Hospital Cambridge, he
settled in Leeds because of his family’s extensive
connections in Yorkshire.

psychological medicine throughout his career.
In 1892 he was appointed Regius Professor of
Physic at Cambridge University and spent eight
years editing and writing articles for The System
of Medicine, probably his greatest service to
medicine. During this busy time he made a lecture
tour of the USA, Hawaii, Japan and Canada. He
was awarded many honorary degrees and was
created KCB. In 1915 he published his major work
Diseases of the Arteries, including Angina Pectoris
(Hypertension) Arterial Blood Pressure.

In 1861 Allbutt was elected Physician to the Leeds
House of Recovery (a fever hospital) and also held
the post of Physician to the Leeds Dispensary. In
1864 he was appointed Physician to Leeds General
Infirmary. He was a founder member of the Leeds
& West Riding Medico-Chirurgical Society. In 1869
he married Susan England and lived initially at 38
Park Square and then in Lyddon
Hall, but moved in 1881 to Carr
Manor, Meanwood, (the house now
known as the Judges’ Lodgings).
He knew the writer, George Eliot,
and is believed to be a prototype
for Tertius Lydgate, the physician
in ‘Middlemarch’.

The plaque is on the bay-windowed house adjacent
to the main Lyddon Hall building on Leeds University
Campus (LS2 9JT). It was sponsored by the Faculty
of the General Infirmary at Leeds, and unveiled on
7 December 2005 by Dr John Wales, MD, FRCP,
retired Consultant Physician and past Chairman of
the Faculty.

In 1867 he invented the shortstemmed thermometer which was
made in Leeds and London, and
came to be used throughout the
world. In 1874 he took consulting
rooms at 35 Park Square and
rapidly became the region’s premier
consulting physician from ‘Trent to
Tees’; it was said that ‘no patient
could die happy in the belief that
everything possible had been
done unless they had been seen
by Sir Clifford’. In 1878 he became
a Member of the Royal College of
Physicians, and in 1880 was elected
as a Fellow of the Royal Society,
the first Leeds General Infirmary
physician to be so.
In 1884 Allbutt had to relinquish
his post due to the 20-year rule
limiting the length of Leeds General
Infirmary appointments. Needing a
fresh challenge, he was appointed
a Commissioner in Lunacy in
1889, having been interested in
76

House of Faith
This house reflects the ever-changing community of Chapeltown. Built soon after 1860 for
residents of the affluent middle class suburb, in 1924 it became a Spanish and Portuguese
Synagogue, and from 1952 to 1960 the Sinai Reform Synagogue. From 1961 to 1974, as the
Jinnah Mosque, it was the first mosque in Leeds.
The Leeds Jewish community, which was
established around 1840, lived in and around
the Leylands district, gradually moving north to
Chapeltown. Most Leeds Jews were Ashkenazim
from central and eastern Europe, but there were
about forty Sephardi families from Iberia, who
opened their own synagogue in Bridge Street
in 1915. Nine years later they purchased and
converted 21 Leopold Street into a synagogue;
this closed in the late 1940s. The Jewish Reform
community, which had held services in a private
home in Reginald Terrace nearby, bought the
house in 1951, and it now became known as the
Sinai Synagogue. Opened in February 1952, it had
only thirty-seven seats but, although Leeds Jews
are largely of the Orthodox persuasion, by 1958
membership had increased to two hundred making
the premises far too small. Plans followed for a
purpose-built synagogue in Roman Avenue, and
the last service in Leopold Street was held on 10
September 1960.
Few people from what was to become Pakistan
lived in Leeds until the 1930s. Nur Muhammed
Kotia came to Leeds in 1930 and worked as a
wholesale clothier. When in 1944 P. G. J. Shah, a
civil engineer who worked on Quarry Hill Flats,
settled in Leeds his home became a social centre
for Leeds Muslims. According to the 1951 Census,
there were 145 Pakistanis in Leeds. Two of the
early pioneers, Abdul Rahman from Sylhet and
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Chaudri Bosta Khan of Mirpur, arrived here after
working as stokers on British steam ships, and
then went into the city’s wholesale clothing trade.
Together they founded the Leeds Pakistan Muslim
Association in 1953. Five years earlier Chaudri
Khan was responsible for the purchase of the first
Muslim burial plot in the city. It was Abdul Khan
who encouraged his fellow Bengali Muslims to raise
the money for the purchase of 21 Leopold Street
to create the first mosque in Leeds. The whole
community in the spirit of Muslim unity rallied to
the project; when the Jinnah Mosque, as it was
known, opened in June 1961 about five hundred
single men from Pakistan and a handful of families
lived in Leeds. Many had travelled from their
homelands to Bombay (now Mumbai) to work on
British ships; settling in Leeds they worked either in
textile industries or took on hot and heavy foundry
work. The first trustees of the mosque came from
both West and East Pakistan.
The plaque is at 21 Leopold Street (LS7 4DA) and
was sponsored by Unity Housing Association. It
was unveiled on 14 March 2012 by Ruth Sterne, life
member of the Sinai Synagogue Board and Leeds
City Councillor Mohammed Rafique.

Society & Politics
The 1830s saw reform in parliamentary and local
government with Leeds gaining its first MPs in
1832 and its first elected municipal corporation in
1835. Whilst borough councils could significantly
improve local conditions, it required the lobbying
of Parliament to produce major social change.
Leeds has produced campaigners in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries whose tireless and brave
endeavours improved the condition and rights of
men, women and children. These included Richard
Oastler in the 1830s and 1840s, and in the years
up to the 1930s four redoubtable women – Ellen
Heaton, Isabella Ford, Mary Gawthorpe, and
Leonora Cohen. Three Leeds political men who
drove significant change in the twentieth century
were Thomas Edmund Harvey, Sir Charles Wilson
and the Revd Charles Jenkinson.
The history of a city’s political and governing
institutions is often embodied in its buildings. The
dominance of the Liberal Party in Leeds politics in
the nineteenth century is reflected in the powerful
architecture of the Leeds and County Liberal Club,
while the ever-growing functions of Leeds Council
in the twentieth century is symbolised by the
impressive Civic Hall opened in 1933. The increased
strength of trade unions and the Labour Party,
especially in local government, is demonstrated by
the substantial former Leeds Trades Club building
in Chapeltown. In more recent years there has been
a very significant increase in the recognition of

the rights of Gay
and transgender
people; a building
where this is
celebrated is the
New Penny public
house, which has
long been a safe
haven in what
is now the Gay
quarter of Leeds
city centre.
Over the
centuries Britain
has experienced
‘I am Leeds’: Cartoon of
threats from
Sir Charles Wilson in 1921.
abroad and, when
diplomacy has
failed, war has broken out. When the government
was alarmed about the growing power and
armament of France in the nineteenth century,
volunteer regiments and rifle companies were
established around the country; the Leeds Rifles
was created in 1859 and served with distinction.
But over the years the civilians of Leeds have also
played their part by making armaments in support
of the military; the Barnbow Royal Ordnance
Factory opened in 1940 became famous for its
manufacture of guns and tanks.

Mary Gawthorpe (centre) during WSPU Self Denial Week in Leeds, 1908.
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Leonora Cohen JP, OBE (1873-1978)
Leading suffragette famous for smashing a showcase in the Jewel House at the Tower of
London and for her hunger strike at Armley Gaol in 1913. Lived here 1923-1936.
Leonora was born in Hunslet but five years later
her father, a skilled stone carver died, leaving
her mother to bring up three young children
alone, supporting the family by her earnings
as a seamstress. Despite ill health and minimal
schooling, Leonora made a successful career as
a milliner and married Henry Cohen, the couple
moving to Harehills. Influenced by her mother’s
experience of hardship and inability to improve her
lot, she contrasted that with drunken men going
to vote. She joined the Leeds Women’s Social &
Political Union.
In 1911 a new Reform Bill was introduced, widening
the male franchise, but not providing votes for
women which outraged suffragettes. Leonora then
became more deeply involved in the campaign,
volunteering to attend a meeting of the W.S.P.U.
in Caxton Hall, London, where she later took part
in smashing Government office windows. She was
arrested, appeared at Bow Street Magistrates
Court and was sent to Holloway Prison for seven
days, a transforming moment for her. She now
began a new career as a militant suffragette
addressing open air meetings which could easily
turn violent. Despite continued campaigning,

Asquith’s Liberal
Government
remained
unwilling to
give women the
vote. This led in
January 1913 to
an outburst of
window smashing
of central London
shops. Leonora
was not happy
about attacks on
civilians’ windows,
so she looked in
the Tourist Guide
for a target and
decided on the
Crown Jewels
display in the
Tower of London,
throwing an
iron bar over school boys’ heads to smash a glass
cabinet. She was at once arrested and sent for trial
where she conducted her own defence and was
acquitted on a technicality.
The Suffragette campaign gathered pace. In
November 1913 Asquith was in Leeds for a Liberal
rally and Leonora was arrested as she was about
to throw a stone at the Labour Exchange and
remanded to Armley Prison, where she at once
went on hunger and thirst strike. Due to poor
health, Leonora was released early from her
sentence on licence. On the outbreak of the First
World War, suffragette campaigning ceased.
Leonora became a munitions worker at Leeds
Forge and joined the General and Municipal
Workers Union.
In 1918 women over 30 gained the right to vote.
By 1922 Leonora was district organiser for the
Union. She became the first woman President of
the Yorkshire Federation of Trades Councils in 1923
and was appointed a Leeds magistrate, holding
office for twenty-five years. Leonora was awarded
the OBE in 1928 to recognise ‘her contribution to
Leeds Public Life’.
The plaque is at 2 Claremont Villas, Clarendon Road
(LS2 9NY). It was sponsored by the house’s owner,
Patrick O’Toole and several others, and was unveiled
on 9 June 2007 by Michael Meadowcroft, electoral
reformer and former MP for Leeds West.
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J.R.R. Tolkien CBE (1892-1973)
Academic and author lived here between 1924 and 1925. While Reader, later Professor, at
the University of Leeds 1920-1925, he collaborated on a new edition of Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight. Tolkien went on to write The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.
At King Edward’s Grammar School, Birmingham,
John Tolkien showed a special aptitude for
languages and discovered Old and Middle English,
Old Norse and Gothic. He won an exhibition (a
grant) to Exeter College, Oxford, in 1911, studying
classics, and then English. Much concerned with
linguistic studies he achieved a first class honours
degree in 1915.
After recovering from war service and working with
the Oxford English Dictionary, in 1920 Tolkien was
appointed Reader in English Language at Leeds
University. He lodged initially at 25 St Michael’s
Road, Headingley. His wife Edith and their infant
sons John and Michael joined him in Leeds, and the
family rented rooms at 5 Holly Bank, Headingley
and then at St Mark’s Terrace. University life proved
a refreshing change for Edith and the boys. In 1924
the family moved to 2 Darnley Road, West Park, on
the edge of the city, where Edith gave birth to their
third son Christopher.
George Gordon, Professor of English at Leeds
divided the English syllabus into two options;
one for studies in post-Chaucerian literature; and
the other for studies of Anglo-Saxon and Middle
English, which he entrusted to Tolkien. By early
1921 Tolkien had prepared Middle English texts, and
a small Middle English dictionary. He now sought a
project with greater scope, and collaborated with
lecturer E. V. Gordon on a contemporary analysis
of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight. Published in
1925 it became the standard college text.
In October 1924 Tolkien was appointed first
Professor of English Language at Leeds University,

a considerable achievement at age 32. However, in
the 1920s the university was still a small institution
and Tolkien had his sights upon higher things. In
1925 the Professorship of Anglo-Saxon at Oxford
became vacant and Tolkien applied. With support
from distinguished colleagues he was successful,
and spent the rest of his academic career there.
Looking back in 1961 to his time in Leeds, Tolkien
said ‘I was devoted to the University of Leeds,
which was very good to me, and to its students,
whom I left with regret.’
A continuing theme in Tolkien’s academic work
was the conviction that literature and language
are not divisible, each informing and illuminating
the other. These considerations influenced his
growing pre-occupation with early mythology,
legends and languages which led to his creation
of heroic fantasy – The Silmarillion story cycle, the
mythological race of hobbits and the saga of The
Lord of the Rings, works in book and film that have
given great pleasure to millions.
The plaque is at 2 Darnley Road, West Park
(LS16 5JF). It was sponsored by The Tolkien
Society and the University of Leeds and was
unveiled by Dr Kersten Hall on 1 October 2012.
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Live at Leeds
The University Refectory is a legendary concert venue. The Who’s performance here on
14th February 1970 was recorded and released as ‘Live at Leeds’, the most celebrated live
album of its generation.
Leeds Civic Trust’s approach
to the Leeds University in
2005, suggesting more
plaques to be placed on the
campus, led in June 2006
to the biggest jamboree
ever surrounding a Trust
plaque unveiling. One of
the university’s ideas was
to celebrate the University
Refectory as a legendary
concert venue. Trust
Director, Kevin Grady’s,
memories of attending many
rock band concerts in the
1970s as a student helped
to make the decision to
commemorate The Who’s
‘Live at Leeds’ performance.
The record which resulted
is now regarded as the best
Pete Townshend and Roger Daltrey
ever live rock album. But
could the surviving members
of The Who, lead singer Roger Daltrey and guitarist
Clearly the unique combination of a blue plaque
Pete Townshend be persuaded to unveil the plaque?
unveiling and a rock concert captured the media’s
By chance the University awarded an honorary
imagination. Photos of the unveiling and the
doctorate to Andy Kershaw, the well-known popular
evening’s concert appeared in local and national
and world music broadcaster, who as a former
newspapers and on television. The unveiling was
student had been the Leeds University Union
shown live on Sky News and BBC News 24. BBC2’s
Entertainment Secretary. At the ceremony Vice
Newsnight included a 10-minute feature, and Radio
Chancellor Michael Arthur mentioned the plaque to
4 broadcast a 30-minute programme about them
Andy and asked if he could persuade The Who to
in Andy Kershaw’s School of Rock Series.
unveil it. They readily agreed, and were so pleased
by the invitation that they arranged to return to the
The Who were formed in Shepherd’s Bush, London,
Refectory after thirty-six years to perform once more
in 1964, evolving out of local youth club band the
as the first date on their forthcoming world tour.
Detours. Pete Townshend (guitar/vocals), Roger
Daltrey (vocals) and John Entwistle (bass/vocals)
(died 2002) were the founder members and soon
recruited Keith Moon on drums (died 1978). They
appeared on television’s Ready, Steady Go! and
Top of the Pops, following the release of their first
single ‘I can’t explain’ in 1965. A succession of hit
singles followed, leading to albums, world tours and
continuing fame. The Who are unquestionably one
of the finest acts of the rock generation. Alongside
the Rolling Stones they continue to be spoken of as
the greatest rock ‘n’ roll band in the world.
The plaque is on the front of the Students
Union Refectory in Lifton Place (LS2 9JZ).
It was sponsored by the University of Leeds
and unveiled by Roger Daltrey and Pete
Townshend on 17 June 2006.
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Hedley Verity (1905-1943)
Yorkshire and England Cricketer was born here. An outstanding slow left-arm bowler, he
dismissed Bradman on ten occasions, and took 1,956 wickets, including 144 in 40 test
appearances for England (average 14.90). Yorkshire won the County Championship in 7 of
his 10 seasons from 1930 to 1939.
Though born in Headingley, Hedley Verity’s
cricketing career began when his family moved to
Rawdon. He attended Guiseley Secondary School,
which had a strong cricket team, and in his first
match for Rawdon Cricket Club, he scored 47 and
took 7 cheap wickets. He persuaded his parents to
support him as he set his sights on a cricket career
with Yorkshire. Initially he bowled left-arm inswing
at medium pace, but he found his forte as a bowler
of quick left-arm spin. His success with Rawdon,
and Horsforth Hall Park, earned him an invitation
to the Yorkshire nets where he first met his mentor,
the great George Hirst. As Wilfred Rhodes was
still playing for Yorkshire, there was no immediate
place for Verity and so, on Hirst’s recommendation,
he played as a professional with Accrington and
later Middleton in the Lancashire League.
With Rhodes planning to retire at the end of the
1930 season, Verity seized the opportunity to
claim his place in the Yorkshire First XI. Enjoying
some helpful damp pitches, he finished top of the
national bowling averages in his debut season
and never looked back. Thanks to his countless
hours of youthful practice, he had an easy action
and superb control of length and flight, and was
dangerous on bad or drying pitches.
In 1931 Verity claimed 35 wickets in his first 5
matches, including all 10 against Warwickshire at
Headingley. He was selected for 2 Tests against
New Zealand and was chosen by Wisden as one
of their five cricketers of the year. He took all 10
wickets for just 10 runs against Nottinghamshire

Douglas Verity (left) and Yorkshire and England cricket
captain Brian Close at the unveiling.

at Headingley on a rain-affected pitch, including
a hat trick. His figures that day remain the best
first-class figures ever.
Verity toured Australia on Douglas Jardine’s
infamous, and very successful, ‘Bodyline’ tour in
1932-33, where Bradman ranked him as his most
dangerous foe. The Australian tour of England in
1934 was his greatest series, as he took 24 wickets
at 24 apiece in the five high scoring Tests. His
superb bowling on a wet pitch at Lord’s won the
match for England. He took Bradman’s wicket twice
in the match, and 15 wickets in all. When war broke
out in September 1939, Verity enlisted in the Green
Howards, joining the Allied invasion of Sicily in July
1943; sadly, he was seriously wounded and died at
Caserta where he was buried in a military cemetery.
The plaque is on Hedley Verity’s birthplace 4 Welton
Grove, Headingley (LS6 1ES). It was unveiled on 19
August 2009 by his son Douglas Verity. A bugler
from the Yorkshire Regiment played, and a poem
about Hedley Verity was read by Lt Colonel David
O’Kelly of the Yorkshire Regiment (formerly the
Green Howards).
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