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5.1 Cars

We recognise that the car is
likely to continue to support

a number of vital transport
functions for the foreseeable
future. However, we anticipate
that the relative importance
of the car will decline as
provision of other modes is
enhanced. Many of the policies
we have advocated here entail
reallocating space currently
used by cars and reducing the
environmental impact of car
traffic.

We do not see the need for

the construction of new high
capacity roads as this is likely
to induce demand for car

trips. However, we support
investment in existing highways
where this has clear benefits for
public transport, cycle users,
pedestrians or public realm. For
instance, schemes focused on
removing through traffic from
the city centre and channelling
it onto existing motorways and
the outer ring road could have
considerable value so long as
local environmental problems
are minimised.

There are numerous
opportunities in the inner and
central areas for reducing the
capacity of existing roads.

Many existing highways are
over-engineered and merely
duplicate other routes. They
sever communities and

impede walking and cycling.
Downgrading or removing major
urban highways can generate
large quantities of land for
development or green space and
can thus foster regeneration. As
highway infrastructure reaches
the end of its life, the city should
assess whether it needs to be
replaced in full or in part. We
would welcome a debate on the
future of the older sections of
the Inner Ring Road.

Unlike public transport users,
car owners are not directly
charged for using their vehicles
on public roads. This is one of
the reasons why the demand for
highway space often exceeds
capacity, resulting in congestion.
Managing demand by charging
road users can help to ensure
road space is used more
efficiently, thereby reducing
congestion and levelling the
playing field between different
modes. With existing technology
road user charging could be
delivered seamlessly. Revenues
can be re-invested in public
transport, road maintenance
and public realm enhancements.
Leeds should evaluate the likely
effects of introducing different
forms of road users charging in
the city.

www.leedscivictrust.org.uk



5.2 Taxi and private
hire vehicles

These perform valuable
functions in Leeds, offering a
flexible transport option for
people who do not have access
to a car, for late night trips and
for disabled people. However,
the space occupied by taxis and
private hire vehicles needs to be
closely monitored to protect the
quality of the urban environment
and ensure bus services are

not disrupted. There is a need
for more rigorous enforcement
of regulations to ensure such
vehicles do not pick-up and
drop-off passengers in restricted
locations. Private hire vehicles
should not have access to bus
lanes because they do not use
space any more efficiently than
private cars. Logically, the case
for taxis using bus lanes is weak
and should be reviewed.

Ride-hailing apps on smart
phones have made the
experience of using private hire
cars more seamless. Although
this offers many advantages for
individual users, a significant
disadvantage for the city as

a whole is that the number of
private hire vehicles operating
in Leeds, and particularly

the city centre, has grown
unsustainably in recent years.
This has intensified congestion
and eroded the quality of the
environment, especially at
night. Leeds needs the power
to control the number of private
hire vehicles operating in the
city in order to maintain a
proper balance between the
convenience for individual users
and the community at large.

5.3 Shared Transport

While public transport is the
most efficient form of shared
transport, the principle of
sharing transport can also be
applied to cars and bicycles.
Car sharing has the potential
to improve accessibility in the
city and reduce the need for
households to own cars. Car
clubs should be supported
through reserved parking
spaces. We welcome the
introduction of a dock-less bike
hire system in the city. This has
the potential to help people

to complete the “last mile” of
longer journeys without the
need for a car. It is important
that these schemes are managed
sensitively to avoid shared bikes
accumulating on footways and
disrupting pedestrians. Users
should be strongly incentivised
to leave bikes in appropriate
locations.

Bicycle delivery should
be incentivised in the city
centre and inner city.
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5.4 Speed

The speed of vehicles should
be controlled to create a safe
and peaceful environment.

The risk of pedestrian fatality
increases five-fold between
20mph and 30mph, and even
more rapidly thereafter. Speed
is also implicated in many road
incidents involving car users
and cycle users. Vehicle speeds
should be limited to 20mph in
all residential streets and this
should be properly enforced.
Speed limits of over 30mph are
rarely justified within the built-up
area of the city.

Obeying the speed limit is

an obligation not an option.
Average and fixed-point speed
cameras should be used on main
routes throughout the city to
enforce speed limits. The use of
speed-limiting devices or GPS
tracking to monitor and control
the speed of vehicles should

be investigated, particularly for
taxis, private hire vehicles and
LGVs.
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5.5 Goods

The movement of goods is

an integral part of the city’s
economy but it is important
that vehicles use appropriate
routes. Heavy goods vehicles
(HGVs) should be prohibited
from using minor roads and
there should be restrictions on
the use of certain radial routes
(such as the A660) by HGVs
during peak periods. Measures
should be taken to reduce the
number of light goods vehicles
(LGVs) on the roads, reversing
the rapid growth of LGVs in
recent years. Bicycle delivery
should be incentivised in the city
centre and inner city. Following
continental precedents, the city
could develop a trans-shipment
centre on the edge of the
motorway, which would receive
deliveries from HGVs and use a
fleet of LGVs to make deliveries
to destinations across the city.
This would rationalise the “last
mile” delivery network.
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